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Part 1. 

Man: Nature Farm speaking, how can I help you?  

Sophie: Hi, morning. I’d like to get some information about the part-time job of fruit picking in the 

advertisement. I was wondering if you still need some extra hands?  

Man: Yes, I do. May I take some of your information first? What’s your name?  

Sophie: Sophie Harries. That’s H-A-R-R-I-E-S.  

Man: Nice to talk with you, Sophie. And where are you currently staying?  

Sophie: Well, I’m from London, but now I’m staying at Central Hostel, Sydney.  

Man: Okay. May I have your contact number? I can see from the website your number is 0452 832 

727, right?  

Sophie: Oh, sorry. The last digit should be 1, not 7.  

Man: Got that. And now, you know we only recruit part-time employees over 18, so could I have 

your age, please?  

Sophie: I am 18, but I will have my 19th birthday at the end of this month, so you can put 19.  

Man: Cool. Happy birthday, Sophie! Well, let’s move on to the real business. We now have two 

working sites: one is a fruit farm in North Queensland, and the other one is near the coast. Which do 

you prefer?  

Sophie: Um, hmm... I think it would be better if I can spend some time on the beach after work. So, 

I guess the second place sounds best to me.  

Man: No problem, Sophie. When do you think you could be ready to join us?  

Sophie: It’s July now, and I’d like to do some traveling around here. What about August?  

Man: Yes, August is the busiest month for us. We’re always short of hands.  

Sophie: And could you please tell me how I will get paid?  

Man: We can pay you by every basket of fruits, or by the hour. It’s up to you.  

Sophie: You know, I haven’t done fruit picking before, so I guess pay by the hour suits me better.  

Man: Okay, I’ve got that. And there are now three types of fruit: bananas, mangoes, and avocados. 

Which fruit would you like to pick?  

Sophie: I prefer mangoes. I think it will be easier for me.  

Man: Cool, I’m sure you’ll enjoy that. Okay, now I’d like to ask you a few more questions about 

yourself. Do you have any medical problems, like high blood pressure, heart disease, or anything like 

that?  

Sophie: Actually, I just had a medical check-up recently and everything seems fine. Well, I hurt my 

back when I played badminton with my roommate last year, but it’s okay now.  

Man: Aha, great. And all of our workers are required to have medical insurance in case people hurt 

themselves while working, like falling down a ladder. Have you got one now?  

Sophie: Yes, and I definitely hope it won’t happen during working.  

Man: Uh-huh. You still need to take much care. By the way, do you have a driver’s license? You 

know the fruit farm is huge; sometimes you will need to drive a car.  

Sophie: Yes, I got my driver’s license last year, but I’m afraid I don’t have a license for driving large 

trucks.  

Man: No worries. You are not responsible for delivering the picked fruit to the supermarkets. There 

are some drivers doing that work. And lastly, one more question: where would you like to live? Any 

options for me?  

Man: Well, two choices. You can either stay in a cottage on the farm, or we can arrange 

accommodation in a town nearby.  

Sophie: I don’t think I’d like to stay at the workplace all day long. I think the second one is better for 

me. Man: Okay, let’s do that. Looking forward to seeing you soon.  

Sophie: Many thanks. See you then. 

Part 2. 

Host: My guest on the show today is Alice Richies, who started the Street Play scheme where she 

lives in Beechwood Road. For those of you that don’t already know, Street Play involves local 

residents closing off their street for a few hours so that children have a chance to play in the street 

safely. She started it in her own street, Beechwood Road, and the idea caught on and there are now 

Street Play schemes all over the city. So, when did you actually start the scheme, Alice?  
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Alice: Well, I first had the idea when my oldest child was still a toddler. So that’s about, oh, six years 

ago now. But it took at least two years of campaigning before we were actually able to make it happen. 

So the scheme’s been up and running for three years now. We’d love to be able to close our road for 

longer, for the whole weekend, from Saturday morning until Sunday evening for example. At the 

moment, it’s just once a week. But when we started, it was only once a month. But we’re working on 

it.  

Host: So, what actually happens when Beechwood Road is closed?  

Alice: We have volunteer wardens, mostly parents but some elderly residents too, who block off our 

road at either end. The council have provided special signs, but there’s always a volunteer there to 

explain what’s happening to any motorists. Generally, they’re fine about it. We’ve only had to get 

the police involved once or twice. Now, I should explain that the road isn’t completely closed to cars, 

but only residents’ cars are allowed. If people really need to get in or out of Beechwood Road, it’s 

not a problem as long as they drive at under 20 kilometers per hour. But most people just decide not 

to use their cars during this time or they park in another street. The wardens are only there to stop 

through traffic.  

Host: So, can anyone apply to get involved in Street Play?  

Alice: Absolutely. We want to include all kids in the city, especially those who live on busy roads. 

It’s here that demand is greatest. Obviously, there isn’t such demand in wealthier areas where the 

children have access to parks or large gardens, or in the suburbs where there are usually more places 

for children to play outside. I’d recommend that anyone listening who likes the idea should just give 

it a go. We’ve been surprised by the positive reaction of residents all over the city, and that’s not just 

parents. There are always a few who complain, but they’re a tiny minority. 

Part 3. 

Man: Today, I’m talking to teenage surfer Abby Fielding. Abby, welcome. Tell us about how you 

started surfing. 

Abby: Well, my family have always loved going to our local beach, and my dad became keen on 

surfing. He wasn’t very good, but he really wanted to show me how to do it, and my mum offered to 

buy me a board. I still wasn’t keen, but then I started watching surfing competitions near home, and 

when I saw the standard of the surfers, I just felt I could do better! 

Man: Very confident! How easy was it to get started? 

Abby: Well, it’s free to practise, once you’ve got the equipment. But it can cost quite a lot to buy 

what you need. I went to the local surfing school for a bit too. I was lent some boards before I bought 

one, to see which type I liked best – that was useful. 

Man: So do you go surfing all year round now? 

Abby: Yes – even in winter when it’s cold! The sea is actually warmer than the land. I just wear the 

same wetsuit as I do in the summer – although sometimes I do add gloves! You’d be surprised how 

many people are out there surfing with me. 

Man: And your biggest achievement was surfing an enormous wave! 

Abby: Yeah! That kind of wave only comes along a couple of times a year. I borrowed a large board, 

as mine wasn’t big enough, and I was nervous – the waves were a lot bigger than they look from the 

beach. People say it hurts if you fall off in those conditions – but I didn’t have time to think about 

that! 

Man: So – any advice for other teenagers taking up surfing? 

Abby: Well, you’re never too young to start – not on big waves, of course, in case you have to swim 

back to the beach. But in many places, you need to know how to surf whatever the waves are like – 

good and bad. And surfing schools are OK, but watching other surfers is just as useful – and practising 

yourself, of course! 

Man: So … you’re still young – what next? 

Abby: Well, I’m going to miss the next big competition, as I’ve injured my ankle, but my future’s 

definitely in surfing, so I need to investigate what opportunities there are. There’s a course in surfing 

science you can do at the university here, but I’m not sure that’s the right path for me at the moment. 

Man: Well, thank you Abby. 
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